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ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 IO-13 ISO-OO EB-08 AGRE-00 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-03 H-01 INR-10 INT-05 L-03 
LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 CTME-00 AID-05 SS-15 
STR-07 ITC-01 TRSE-00 USIA-06 SP-02 SOE-02 OMB-01 
DOE-11 /1 19 W 

047266 170726Z/10 

R 161649Z FEB 78 
FM AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9209 
INFO AMEMBASSY SAN IOSE 
AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 
USMISSION GENEVA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE GUATEMALA 0989 

FOR USDEL MTN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD MTN GT 

SUB J : GUATEMALA AND THE MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: A. STATE 24987, B. STATE 31614 

BEGIN SUMMARY: MTN POSITION PRESENTED TO FOREIGN MINISTER, 
MINISTRY OF ECONOMY, AND CENTRAL AMERICAN COMMON MARKET 
SECRETARIAT. IT IS SUGGESTED THAT DEPARTMENT RECOMMEND TO 
C.A. POSTS A PRESENTATION TO THEIR HOST GOVERNMENTS SUGGESTING 
INCLUSION OF MTN SUBJECT AT VICE MINISTERS OF ECONOMY 
CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN SAN JOSE ON FEBRUARY 23-25. END SUMMARY. 

1 . AMBASSADOR SUMMARIZED TO FONMIN MOLINA THE POINTS MADE 
REF A ON THE MTN AND LEFT HIM AN AIDE-MEMOIRE COVERING THESE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 GUATEM 00989 161745Z 

POINTS IN DETAIL. THE FONMIN INDICATED THAT GUATEMALA IS 
BEING REPRESENTED IN THESE NEGOTIATIONS BY THEIR 
PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE IN GENEVA AND UNDERTOOK TO SEND 
HIM A MESSAGE INSTRUCTING HIM TO GET IN TOUCH WITH THE 
US REPRESENTATIVES. 

2. A COPY OF AIDE-MEMOIRE WAS ALSO PRESENTED TO THE VICE 
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MINECON WITH LONG PRESENTATION OF BACKGROUND ON THE MTN 
INCLUDING PAUL LEWIS ARTICLE IN "NEW YORK TIMES" OF FEB. 5, 

1978. 

3. IN ADDITION, AIDE-MEMOIRE ALSO PRESENTED TO ACTING 
SECRETARY GENERAL OF SIECA. THE SECRET ARIEAT OF THE CENTRAL 
AMERICAN COMMON MARKET. A FULL DISCUSSION PLUS ADDITIONAL 
MATERIALS WERE LEFT FOR CONSIDERATION. 

4. A MEETING OFR VICE MINISTERS OF ECONOMY FOR INTEGRATION 
IS SCHEDULED FOR SAN JOSE FEB. 23-25. THIS WOULD APPEAR TO BE 

AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY, AND THE ONLY ONE BEFORE MARCH DEAD- 
LINE, FOR NECESSARY COORDINATION OF CENTRAL AMERICAN OFFERS 
IF THEY CAN BE GENERATED. MTN IS NOT AN AGENDA ITEM, BUT 
THE VICE MINISTER SUGGESTED WE SEE IF SIECA MIGHT ADD IT. 

IN OUR DISCUSSIONS, SIECA DID NOT FEEL EMPOWERED TO ADD MTN 
BUT WOULD SUPPORT SUCH A MOVE BY THE VICE MINISTERS.A 
SUBSEQUENT DISCUSSION WITH THE VICE MINISTER INDICATED THAT 
RECEPTIVITY TO ADD MTN TO THE AGENDA WOULD BE HIGHER IF THE 
RESPECTIVE C.A. VICE MINISTERS OF ECONOMY WERE FOREWARNED 
AND PREPARED TO DISCUSS THE ISSUES. GUATEMALA, FOR ONE, 

WOULD BE PREPARED, HE SAID. IT IS SUGGESTED THAT THE 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMEND THE CONCERNED POSTS SPEAK TO THE 
APPROPRIATE HOST OFFICIALS TO THE END OF INCLUDING THE 
MTN ON THE VICE MINISTER S OF ECONOMY CONFERENCE AGENDA. 
BOSTER 
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